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Respondents. 

COMPLAINT 

Complainant files this complaint under 2 U.S.C § 437g(a)(l) (2010) against Ed Martin; his 

campaign committee, Ed Martin for Congress (the "Committee"); and SaveAB.com for America 

("SaveAB.oom"), (ooilectiveiy "Respondents") for violations ofthe Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, 

>j as amended ("FECA"). Ed Martin appears to have transferred corporate assets. Including an extensive 

n malling list and a website, from SaveAfi.coai to the Committee in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 44Ib. Martin 

*̂  and the Committee also have failed to Include the proper disclaimer on the website and emails sent to 

p the mailing list In violation of 2 U.S.C § 441d. 

H 

FACIUALBAfXaROUND 

I Ed Martin is a candidate for the United States House of Representatives from Missouri's Third 

Congressionai District. Martin filed his Statement of Candidacy with the Federal Election Commission 

("FEC") on July 21,2009. The Committee filed its Statement of Organization on July 29,2009. The 

address listed for Martin and the Committee on their Statements is 6037 Hampton Avenue, St. Louis, 

Missouri, 63109. 

. Prior tt> running for Congress, Martin can SaveAB.com, a non-profit corporation organiied to _ 

oppose the sale of Anheuser-Busch to a foreign company. Martin Incorporated SaveAB.c6m as a 

nonprofit corporation In Missouri on July 3,2008.̂  The address listed for SaveAB.com was the same one 
i 
I - now-used bythe Committee. Over the past year; SaveAB.com-opeiateda-Webslte> www.5aveab.e0m. 
I 

I through which it asioed visitors to register for a mailing list if they opposed the sale of Anheuser-Busch.' 

' See SaveAB.oom for America, Articles of InoorpoTBtion of a Nonprofit Corporation, July 3,2008, attached hereto 
as Exhibit A. 

' See David A. Ueb, "SaveAB Web site points people to Martin campaign,* News Tibune, Dec 12,2009, a copy of 
which is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 
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Reportedly, nearly 85,000 Indhriduals provided their names. The website is registered to Scott 

Leiendecker, the Republican Director of the Board of Election Commissioners for the City of St. Louis.' 

SaveAB.com was dissolved on March 13,2009.* According to SaveAB.com's Articles of 

Incorporation, "the assets of the corporation will be distributed on dissolution... to charity."' However, It 

appears that its assets were transferred to Martin and the Committee instead. Martin has used both the 

SaveAb.oom domain name and the SaveAB.oom mailfng list to support his fiederal candidacy. 

0 . 
Q While Martin states that he shut down the SaveAB.cam website prior to starting his campaign, 
rfl j 
Q he recently re-launched It.' Currentiy, the only page on the website promotes Martin's federai candidacy ' 
rfl j 
^ and provides a link to the Committee's official website, as follows:^ I 

O 
^ Ed Martin has decided to take this fighting spirit to Congress. He Is running for Congress 

in the Third Congressionai Oistrict.right here In Missouri - this district Includes the old 
headquarters of A-B down on Pestalozzi Street. (Third Congresstonal District consists of 
St. Louis City, St. Louis County, Jefferson County and St. Genevieve) 

Ed Martin is running, as he says, to "fight for Jobs, for the future and for the American 
j dream-wMchlsaiiin jeopardy if we don't stop sfaipping ourjobs to Mexico ahd India 
I and running up ourdebt to China 1* 

If you are interested In finding Aut more, or Joining Ed Martin in this endeavor, vIsK his 
website TODAYS 

' See Whols.oom report regarding www.saveab.conn and Board of Election Commissions for the aty of St Louis, 
eeessJtelease, Apdl.7.̂ q09, awaHablft at httD://www.5tieleetfonsxomZaDriL 7 •mldda\mlease.Ddf .jonies of 
which are attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

* See SaveAB.oom for America, Artides of Termination For a Nonprofit Corporation, March 31.2009, attached 
hereto as Exhibit D. 

' Ste Exhibit A. 

' Ste Exhibit B. 

' See www.SaveAb.eom. last visited January 21,2010, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit E. 
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Furthermore, in December 2009, Martin sent an email from a www.savab.com domain name to over 

1̂^ 40,000 people who had signed up at SaveAB.com; the message contahied identical content to the 
(N 
l0 posting currently on the webpage.* Furthermore, if an indhrldual clicked on the campaign iiok appearing 
Ifl 
0 on SaveAB.com and the email, they were greeted by a special SaveAB.com welcome message on the' 
rfl 
cr 
^ Committee's website.' Although Martin is apparently operating the SaveAB.com website and sending 
0 

emalb from SaveAB.com addresses on behalf of his Committee, neither the website nor the emails 
HI 

displayed a proper disclaimer. 

The Committee's reports filed with the Commission include no entries related to the 

- SaveAB.com domain name or the SaveAB.com malling list." There is no Indication that the Committee 

• 4nade any expenditures to pay SaveAB.com for its assets. Furthermore, ther« is no record of an in-kind 

contribution from Scott Leiendecker, the registered owner of the domain name, or anyone else 

purporting to ghie the Committee access to the website or the list as an in-kind contribution. While 

3̂yQ ĝ,Q,m was requireo to give its assets to cnanty, it is uncieac tr it aauaiiy did so. it appearsTRnt the 
corporate assets were simply transferred to Martin and his Conunittee without either having to pay for 

them. 

UEGAL ARGUMENT 

1. Receipt of Corporate Contributfons 

* A copy of the email is attached hereto as Exhibit F. 

* Ste htto-7/edmartlnfQreongress.eom/saveab/. last visited January 21,2010, a copy of which Is attached hereto 
as Exhibit G. 

" AK the time of this filing, only the Committee's October 2009 report Is available on the FECs website. 
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Pursuant to FECA, "[i]t is uniawfol for... any corporation... to make a contribution or expenditure 

in connection with any election at which... a Representative in... Congress [is] to be voted for" and for 

"any candkiate, poiiticai committee, or other person knowingly to accept or receive any contribution" 

from a corporation. 2 U.S.C § 441b; see oilso 11 CF.R. § 114.2(b). Furthermore, "the provision of any 

goods or services without charge or at a charge that is less than the usual and normal charge for such 

goods or services is a contribution." 11 CF.R. § 100.S2(d)(l). 

Mere, SaveAB.com appears to have made, and Martin and his Committee knowingly accepted, a 

contribution of SaveAB.com's corporate assets. Although its Articles of Incorporation required it to give 

^ all of its assets to charity upon dissolution, SaveAB.com appears to have simply transferred everything it 

0 had to Martin's'campaign. Martin and his Committee are using SaveAB.com's domain name and its 

valuable maiiing list, reportedly consisting of neariy 85,000 names, in support of Martin's campaign 

without making any payment for them. The fact that SaveAB.com was recentiy dissolved is inapposite; a 

candkiate cannot raid a corporation that he controb for hb federai campaign, and then circumvent 2 

U.S.C § 441b by then simply dissolving it. Furthermore, the fact that SaveAB.com was terminated under 

Missouri law also does not change the feet that Martin and the Committee are benefiting by 

impermissibly using SaveAB.com's corporate name and corporate logo on its campaign materiab. See 

FEC Adv. Op. 2007-10 (August 21,2007). 

2. Failure to Include Proper Dbdaimer on EloctroBlc Mall and Webdte 

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 441d and 11 CF.R. § 110.11(a), all "electronic mail of more than 500 

. substentiaily similar communications whemŝ nt by a pQiitica.1 comrnittee; and ail Internet weteitesjif. 

poiiticai committees available to the general public... must indude dbclaimers." 

Here, Martin re-launched SaveAB.com and sent out an email to over 40,000 people on behalf of the 

Committee. While the website and email conteined the campaign's logo, it did not include the 

Pud and Authorized by Russ Camahan in Congress Committee 
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dbdaimer specified in 11 CF.R. § 110.11(b). The words "Paid for by Ed Martin for Congress" do not 

appear anywhere on either ofthe communications. 

REQUESTED ACTION 

Respondents have vtoiated FECA by making and accepting illegal In-kind corporate contributions 

and felling to indude the required dbclaimers on their emalb and website. We request that the FEC 

Investigate these violations, enjoin Respondents from further violations, and assign the maximum fines 

permitted tiy law. 

Sincerely, 

[NAME and TITLQ 
[Address] 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me thb /^^dav of 2010. 

My Comrnisisiori Expires: 

MARyCAWBEU. 
MhOanniiHtoiEiqMs 

ItadllŜ ZDII 
jrfbnonOourty 
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Secretery or Slate 

Articia of iBcoipofitioD vfa Nonpidit Coiporalio 

a cotponliBB under flie Mnoari 

. .̂ . SaveABxoin For'MinefiGa 
(1) TteasmBofdwBBMWhiMB 

CQ TWBceipoialiBnlaa Pubfie 

(1) The period of dundoB of diecenpeniibnii, 

CQ Itean 
EdMnfln 

taMtanurib: 
8037 Hampton Avenue SL Louia, MO 83109 

(9 TteaaBii(̂ andaddicB(es)orcadii 
Ed Martih, 6427 DewnaNte Avenue, SLLoida. MO 8310B 

YES. NO. 

(7| TtoasMHordkeoaqpoadioainnbedbttibalodoD tochar^f. 

CD TiKcoiponlioB ta Ibiiued fiir Ae ftflawiogpvipQMCf): 

not aaniQ Airiiauaapfluach to a foieign conipBiiy. 

«̂ 

CilK Sltfĉ  and Zip Code:. 

$lBtoorMiaaouri 

ilMBPW 
GBfpLS2(PI/n9 
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SaveAB Web site points people to Martin campaign 

An mtemet site created to oppose the sale of Anheuser-Busch to a Belgian brewer now is pointing people to 
a Missouri oongressional candidate. 

m Bf DAViD A. UEB 
^ Assodated Press Writer 

0 
Ifl 
0 
rfl 

Republican Ed Martin founded the nonprofit group *S8veAB.cDm fbr America' last year and launched a Web 
xjx site that signed op neariy 85,000 people against the sale of the St Louis brewery to lOBev. The effort failed 
Q to stop the brewery deal. 
rH 
^ Martlnr who served us thief of staff to fioKnor Republican Gov. Matt: Bhint, annminoed this foil that he IS 

chaileeging DemacratIc U.S. Rep. Russ Camahan, of St LoulSf In the 2010 election. 

Befbre launching Ms campaign, Martin saU, ttie SaveAB Web site was teken down. 

But the Web site recently went live again with a message bemoaning layoffs and cuts by Anheuser-Busch 
InBev SA, thanking various supporters and noting Martin is njnning for Congress. The revived SaveAB.com 
pravMes a link tb Maftln's campaign Web site far those "interested In finding out mere or Jofhing Ed Marfln." 

Eariier Mils week, e SaveAB e-mail ecooont waa vsett to sand an Ideetical message to about 40,000 people 
wha trad provided thoir e-roali addresses to tha groups 

Martin said Friday that sMoe becoming a candidate he had received several Inquiries about the SaveAB effort 
and wanted to update people both about the defunct oiganbEation and his current eodeavors. 

TMy iiltentiop was not to use .the list facthe campaigoLOt.to4)iX)mote Jte.oayter-tUiss-CamahanjDrjnythlng,Jt.. 
was to ctose the loop on the questions," Martbi said. 

Federal flection Gommission regulations prohibit corporations from nraking expendttures "for 
communications that expressly advocate the election or deftaT of particular candidates. 

The ravteed SaveAB Web site and ewiail 'appears to he express advocacy" fbr Martin, saki Paul Ryan, an 
-— - - associate legal axinsei and the FEC program direetor for The Campaign Legal Center in Washington, D.C. 

The nonpartisan center analyzes campaign finance and election law issues. 

Martin vokinterily dissolved SaveAB as a nonprofit corporetion in March. Consequently, those particular 
Federal Eleotion Commission regulations no longer apply to tt^ Ryan said. 

htlp://wwwjiewatribuiie.towiiiiewsxoiii/aitî ^ 1/21/2010 
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BNyaceouiit Sbogln / SlflnUp 

I Domalna | NoaUne | Email | 

ittna 

Digital I Support I aflMBera | 

iDHiiaxilaiDiln SuPDOft ConiMUs fttm Kno«iiedaeMse HMUBnWil 

Whole Seareh ReauKa 
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Ifl 
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Domain Hamm: eavoabjoom 

me dm eomalned In GeOaddyxDm. inCft wiiols 4 
wfiHa MUawd by tha conipMiy w ba fCDaMâ  is pravUad 'as V 
aridi ne guarantee or wanandes legaitfMo Rs aecwaey. IMS 
bitoaiiann a provMod fbr Ibc sole purpose of asdsdng you 
bl ebuiUhio hdionnMlon about domain name regisintion ncBoids. 
Any i » or lite data fbr any other purpose Is CMprcssly IMMden vdttiout the prior wrlt^ 
pennission of GoOaddyxom, Inc. Oy aubmltdng an inquuy, 
you agree to Viese lenns of usage and llmRiaons«rwananiy. in particular, 
you agree not to use IMS data tt allow, enable; er wberwse make possiblê  
dtosembuoott OP eMiedlon or ens data, in part er In Hs endnir. Ibr any 
pupbsa. MCH as the transndaslon or unsolieMd advertising and 
and soocitMiana or any Mod, induding spam. Tou ftirther agiae 
not toiise iMc data to enable Mgh valoni«i autamatad or obOBc elaobonie 
precessas dcdoned to CQlleat or compRe Uda dato Ibr any puipose, 
indiaSng mining IMS dato Ibr your own peraonal or cofnaierdtf purposes. 

I note: die rcgislrant or tha domain name Is spedfied 
InihelrBgbbranf fleM.tonio«tcaaes,CeDBddyxem,toc 
Is not die leuiMiant of domain rames RsHd In uaa i 

Registered through: GoOaddyxom, Inc. (hiip7A»ww.godaddyxom) 
Domain Name: SAVEABXOM 

Domain servers bi listed aider: 

NS46.DONMNCONTIIOLOON 

f̂ cempieK domain deaiii go to: 

Seareh the WHOIS Databaaa 

Quick Unka 

aagMerMew 
Traralier 

Name Suggotion Tool 
Price list 
FREE Services 

.IV SMB USO 24.88 

J40BI SALD USDSJBO 

J4E SAiei USD 18.88 

JN SALB USD 3.88 

JNTO SAUEI USD 7M 

JBO. SALEI USD 5.88 

X30.1N, NET.III, ORG.IN. 
GEN JN, FIRM.IN, INaiN 
SALCI USD3J8 

Wab/Emaa Hosting 

Umm HosHno PlBiw 

EmMil'only Hans 

DIgltolOertlficalcs 

CamparePlMS 

I Tnnier Oonein i webHomg | 

Capyrtght O Whalsxam Ptc Ud. AO 

hltp:/Alomains.whoisxom/donMibi.php 1/14/2010 



BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS 

Carol Wilson, CiHuraian 
Jack Lay, Mdbber 
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EHeea M. liAcCami, Seaetaiy 
Ctareaee E Dttia, Manber 
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Soott L̂ ioiidodGCfg ̂ îvodor 

Fw ImoMdiate Release: 
April 7,2009 

Jay Nixon 
Governor 

Maiy WheelciHlbnes. DiraGtor 

Contact: Scott Leiendecker 
314.S89.6211 

Cefl 314.398.5060 

General Eleetion Running Smooflily 
Polls Close Tonight at 7:00 p.m.! 

(SL Louis, Missouri) SL Louis Ciiy Eiection Director Soott Leieadedcar said todi^'s General Municipal Election is 
nninii% smoodity witli about 1S percent tomout expected. Tlie polls in St Louis City opened on time tliis moming 
at 6:00 a.m. and will close tonight at 7:00 pjn. 

"nrhe eleedon is nmning smoothly and we aie expecting about 15 percent turnout," Leiendecker said. ~We expect 
tomeut will oonlinue to be slow in die aftenunn hours befbie the 5 o'clock nish.** 

The Board is asking the media to get the word out about the etection to let voters know they have until 7KX) pjn. to 
cast tfaeir baHoL 

The Board will begin repotting absentee totals soon afier die polls ckwe ond will report the full results as soon as 
possible. Citizens can access the results at the Board of Etectkms or by visiting its website at 
htlp'7Avww.stleleGtions.Gom 

The April General Election consists of candidates seeking the ofiice of Mayor, Comptroller aod Aldermon/women 
for odd nunsbered Waids. 

ILJ JlLllLl.rjLiid! 

Yonr FOiliiig Place: To find your polling place, look for your electkm notice card ui the mail, vbit 
htlp://www.ttleleetionsxoni/ or contact die Board at 314-622-4336. 

To Vote: Voten may present any ofthe following forms of personal identification: Utentification issued by the 
State of Missouri, a state agency, a local election audiority, die U.S. Government, a federal agen̂  or an institutkm 
of higher education tocated in Missouri; a eumnt utility bill, bank statement, govenuiient check, paycheck or odier 
govomment docwnent that contains the voter's name and oiunnt address; a driver license or state ID issued by 
another state; or otiier identification approved by the Secretaiy of State. 

TO Report Snapiefams Activity: Anyone who witnesses auspicious or fiaudulem activity at auy St. Louis City 
polling place may report such activity at http:/Avww.stleleGtiQns.oom or by calluig 314-622-4336. 

300 NORTH TUCKER BOULEVARD 8T. LOUIS, MISSOURI C310] 
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FRe Number 

N00906214 

Date FBad: 0813112009 

Robin Camahan 

Secrstary of State 

Artides efTemtaatien 
FN* • NiNiprofltCarpoiettaii 

aaijBhg/far ̂ fjoaqi 

na hcicfey die fidlowtag Ailidea of ftndnatiaiis 

(I) Tteaanwafeaipandooia; 

^ Mareli IS, 2009 .ftecaipoiBiioe ffled AiticicaofDiiiollition¥>ifc ftp Scciciaiy of State 
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i rS NOT JUST A ST. LOUIS BRAND. 
IT'S AN AMERICAN BRAND. 

THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE FOR SAVE AB.COM 

ffl 
ST 
O 
Nl 
0 

m 

0 
H 

Daar FalowSaraABxoni auppoilar. 

"Wa told yon ao.' 

MlloliaiiaaiWfttoiianltosaylMsl 

WaanfMotody 85̂ 000 man and laoman dbeng fkom 
Ilia eouAy vdio signad up to ftyto Slop lha sale of 

lusch to a foralfln company BECAUSE wa iomr 
woiM happen: 

• Masalvtlaydlta 
• Cute tabcneflta ter wertwra 
• MevemenierjobsfllromeurlionielDwnstoforalgn 

capMs fsiid te Iteai Yofk eiM 
• Losses liy tlie many oMcgrouiM and 

AO of IMs cams Ima. It ia sad and R malias many «f aa 

801,8w Ikdun in Amarica b bridtt but wa need to Gohiiiua 
to findflio dOHtcMaoa to Itfilfor. Wa Ind flrait 
partnanflnalnaBsos iwip us on our fight-ineluding Mfton 
Tadsioloiftos. Al Hnbotlv^ BaHbaric Saloon̂  Tiw 
Qoodson Co.. and Caqpantan'and LaboNraT of Sk 
Louia. Thoao and odiara doaowe ate auppoitond ooi 
atertBon. Plaaaa hê itiiam. 

Also, ono of ttw orislhai Savodbjcom Ibundaia, Ed Mama 
lM»decWedteIShaIMa HgMî apiritto Cengraw.He te 
naming tor Conoresa in ttw TMnlCoiigfaadonal DislribI 
ridMlwra in Mteaeuri-ttda dhhiclindudao ttio oM 
twadcflMtors of A-B down on PosMoad SIraaL (TIM 
Coi«iosaionM OlsMd censlite af St Louli d^, SL Loub 
CoiBSy, Joffaraon County and 6L Gonodova) 

EdMaittnianwBiing.aahooay».to1ightfariBbo.torttw 
Ute«andf*ttwAmaiicanai«am-vsucnis8lilik|*o|Midsr 
ffaio dont Stop shipping our jobs to iMadeo and Indte and 
naMbig up onr data to CHnar 

if you ara Uoraatod h finding out mora, or JoMng Ed Maittn 
feittite ondoavor. vteitMswabsRa TOBAY: 

"Wo laid you so.' V\fo, tfw aupportoia ef SavaABjcom 
a ddM to say tt... bid Vs not aSteVna Va oad. hWtoad. 
lel̂  aay prMidty "Wa liaM net y«t begun to fidiitf* 

Foundora of SOviaAB.coni 

Pawiidfey 
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Flfckr Phote Download: SaveAB email 2 of 3 

— ™ ^ k ^ M ^ ^ M ^ M B ^ M M & A U ^ M n a f l . I B B ^ M S i M M ^ ^ 0 

>>«ii»tâ pwdj*idMiiMnnawliiiacMiip^gi««iiw.Siiiaa.BM.ifywiwi 

SM/E ANHBffBIWCH COMWNIES 
irSNQTMfiT ASX lOUB BRANa 

_ . ^ ^ — — ^ irSANAMBttCANBRJWOt 

Q Dear Fottow 5awiBAB.cQm supporter, 
Ifl 
Q "We told you so." 

^ We have a right to want te say drisi 

^ We are the nearty 85̂ 000 men and %vonwn strong flnom aeress tbe country who signed up to try 
ZM to stop the sde of Aiihausar-BuMh tea foreign company BECAUSE «iehBew what would 
^ happen: 

o Manhwiayoffii 
• GritefabeiMfitofbrworims 
o JItoiwBiantofJaba front our hometowni to foreign eapltab (and to 1 ^ 
• LoBOB by tiw Many dvtegreupa and astodalioM that A-B luppoitod. 

Att of tMs canw trae. It is sad and it mattes many of us angiy. 

Sim, the ttittie In America Is bright but we need to ceattaiie to ffad ths right causes to fight 
for. We had great partaais/businesses help us on our fight • induding Mken TechnCbigies, Al 
Hraboid^ BiObarfi Saleeo, The Gondson Co., and the Carpantery and Laborers' of St. Louis. 
These and others deserve are support and our attenttan. Please help them. 

Also, oae of the origind Saweab.com ffaundeis, Ed Marda, has dadded to tahe this fldbttog 
Spirit to Cofigrass. tto is nmnifng forConfnBsi In theTMrd (jongresslonalDistrictVlî tlmTri 
Missouri • this district Indudes the dd headquarters of A-B down bn PesUAoiii Street (TMrd 
CongressioMl District consists of St. Louis Oty, St Loafs County, Jefferson County and St 
Genevieve) 

Ed Mardn ts ninnlag, as he says, to "dght for fobs, for the fo tore and for the American dream 
- whidh ts an In Jeopardy if we don't stop aMpphig our|abB to Maidbb ahd bidia and nmning 
up our debt te Chlnai" 

ifyou are Interested In flndlng out more, or Joining Ed Martin In thfs endeavor, visit Mi 
wehalte TODAY: 

MARTTN 

htlp*y/www.flickrxoni/iphotos/fiiedupmiss^^ 1/14/2010 
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